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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Jollison, Marion Hart 
SING A SONG OF MANNERS $2.00 


It's hard to write a book about how to behave and get away with it. This one 
is in quatrains, is peopled with such characters as Cyril the Slowpoke, Roughneck Ronnie, 
Friendly Freddie, Lonesome Lou, who are depicted in colored drawings by Bernice Myers 
of the cute, breezy type- and, though the author's tried her best, the quipping humor 
scratches more than it tickles. Young instructees will wince at rather than warm to, 
"Polly Politeness went out with her Mommy/To visit some people named Sacks."- at whose 
house Polly did not help herself'til she was told; or at warnings not to laugh at 
grown ups, to scrub the tub, or to ask Lonely Lou to play too. Perhaps children to- 
day want something as direct as this, but compared to the classics in the field- 
Slovenly Peter, The Goops, Munro Leaf's Manners Can Be Fun, this seems obvious and 
uninspired. A pity too, as some of the drawings are quite funny. Paper over board, 
firm stitching. (Publ. ) 


EASY READING 


A 
Stirling, Monica Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE LITTLE BALLET DANCER $2.50 


If you've a beginner in your family, give her this to read. She'll love it 
for a touching story of a little French girl's happy, successful entrance to the ballet 
school at the Paris Opera. Through the thoughtful planning of her mother, train-porter 
father and dressmaker aunt, who know young Jeanne jas to dance, she is accepted for ex- 
aminations, passes and becomes a "rat" at the school. Her days there aré told with an 
exciting warmth and there's a small leap into the future when Jeanne is on her way to 
becoming a premiere danseuse. Swirling broom pencil drawings by Helen Stone are simple 
impressions in keeping with a simple, dignified story. Board firmly stitched. (Publ.) 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances Morrow 
WU, THE GATEKEEPER‘S SON $2.00 


* A very personable book for beginning readers who like to read about children 
of other lands. Wu is a little Chinese boy who doesn't like to be confined within the 
limits his parents have set on his wanderings. He dares to go out of bounds and across 
the hump-backed bridge when his dog, Ding, strays,but frightening adventures make him 
decide that he likes best to sit in the sun before the gate, like his father, and 
watch the world go by. Gentle humor and charming little tidbits about Chinese living 
should delight Miss Lattimore'’s small fans, and win her many new ones. (2/18) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN-FICTION 


McGuire, Frances Dutton 
INDIAN DRUMS BEAT AGAIN $2.50 


Mystery at Mackinac that doesn't mix too well with the amount of local lore, 
historical data and American ideals injected into the plot. Twelve year old Rocky 
goes with his family for a summer at Mackinac, makes friends with an Ojibway cabby 
Pete, whose grandfather is chief at the Indian village, and helps catch a team of acci- 
dent fakers who pretend Pete's horses have run away with them and try to get insurance 
money. But Rockey is a grade-A hero whose mistakes even turn out to be the right course 
of action, The story thread is far too thin and the ideals are the kind to spread on 
your toast for breakfast. Tidy drawings by John Polgreen. (2/20) | 
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Little, Brown 


Helmericks, Bud 
OOLAK'S BROTHER $2.75 


A well-documented book about the Arctic that could be much better reading than @ 
it is. Fourteen year old Bob and his twelve year old sister Jeanie spend part of a winter 
with their friend Oolak and his family ice-bound at remote Beechey Point. Living is ha- 
zardous and bravery, good sportsmanship and hearty constitutions are perpetually in demand. 
The author has written charmingly of the Arctic for adults (in collaboration with his wife) 
but he has not really found the right note for children, yet, though separate incidents 


such as the caribou hunt are exciting. (2/24) 


Morrow 


Bleeker, Sonia 
THE CROW INDIANS $2.00 

The high point of this book is the author's very sensitive black and white draw- 
ings which combine a wealth of exact detail with lively action in a way the text does not 
equal. The text treats of the wandering, buffalo hunting Crow in the days before the white 
man, and it falls between two camps- being factual and historically accurate at the same 
time that it highlights one particular family of Indians, none of whom is characterized 
strongly enough to come alive for young readers. Also, this age group might find the 
death of a young boy killed while out scouting, and the account of boys lopping off their 
fingers to prove their courage, a bit strenuous. Should prove useful in the classroom. 
(2/18) 

Friedman, Frieda Morrow 

PAT AND HER POLICEMAN $2.50 


* Parents and teachers dealing with pre-adolescents who exaggerate everything 
will find this book about the over- imaginative Pat and her policeman daddy an excellent 
tool. The moral is as ancient as the fable about the boy who cried wolf but it is excit- © 
ingly garbed in the setting of a policeman's home. What's more,Pat actually does one 
heroic deed, outside her imagination -- she tracks down a dangerous criminal wanted by 
the F.B.I., and is at last exonerated from the charge of "lying." (2/18) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN-NON*FICTION 


Syme, Ronald Morrow 
LASALLE OF THE MISSISSIPPI $2.50 


* Another in the competent, well-documented, if not always inspired series of 
biographies of explorers which have included Cortez of Mexico and Bay of the North. 
Though set up in large type the age level of interest for this most recent biography 
should fall around ten and eleven. The author is, as always, well grounded in his 
source material and knows how to milk a yarn for the element of suspense and the story 
marches forward with great vigor from LaSalle's first schoolboy dreams about the New 
World to his final settlement on the banks of the Giant River, and his death at the 


hands of the Indians. (2/18) 


Wyler, Rose Franklin Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS $1.75 


To add to the list- and it's a growing one- of books on beginning general 
science experiments, a reliable one on the hows rather than the whys of our natural 
world. There are six categories- air, water, plants, electricity, chemistry, light and 
darkness- and within each clear steps for many easy to do experiments that exhibit cer- 
tain phenomena: blowing across a piece of paper makes it rise and "fly" like a plane; 
holding a jar over a kettle spout makes a homemade rainstorm; layers of dimes, pennies 6 
and salt-soaked blotting paper make a homemade battery. Inadequate attempts at casual 
explanations for things like atoms and molecules and the other facts the young must take 
on faith will undoubtedly lead to questions, but the experiments are safe, make wise use 
of the kitchen. Lively red, blue and black drawings by Ida Scheib. (Publ.) 
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Price, Hilda Cummings Dutton 
NO WAY BACK $2.50 


More attention to political issues would have deepened this rather exciting 
romance set during the reign of Charles I and the Roundhead rebellion. After hoping 
for peaceful settlement, Godfrey Messinger of Massinger Manor becomes embroiled in the 
king vs. parliament struggle, fighting at the side of such men as John Hampden and 
Oliver Cromwell. Godfrey's nearly grown children Meg and Roger fight too and are torn 
emotionally by their friendship for Harry Styles, a boy from west England who has 
chosen the King's side. The series of raids, secret journeys, machinations of a 
friendly gypsy are enough reading satisfaction and there's a happy ending with wounded 
Harry at Meg's side after a Roundhead victory. But outside of allusions to the King's 
evil advisors, the struggle remains empty and you wonder what the fighting's all 
about. Illustrated by Christine Price. (2/20) 


Malet, Oriel Little, Brown 
BEGINNER'S LUCK $2.75 


** A tid-bit for this age group that may also be recommended for sophisticated 
nines and tens. It concerns the doings of Victoria,Jenny, and James Mallory,a mad-cap 
group of siblings who have been adopted, upon the death of their parents, by starchy 
Aunt Horatia. Adopted -- but not tamed. Through a series of events which are improb- 
able, but so deftly handled as not to seem impossible, the three find out that they 
are the children of a theatrical family -- a fact Aunt Horatia had seen fit to keep 
hidden. Jenny, determined to become a ballerina, lures the others to London to find 
their mother's sister, also in show business.En route they meet Mike who leads them | 
to their aunt, and soon Victoria and Jenny find them es in a pantomime, their Aunt Q) 
gets a good job, and Mike inherits money. James, left on his own, decides to make his 
fortune by selling some of his paintings to a modern art gallery. For the purpose he 
dresses as an old man, and has the gallery owners just about set to buy when the trick 
property umbrella he is carrying falls open, and paper flowers give away his disguise. 
Young teens should love every moment of this truly superior nonsense. (2/16) 


Allen, Merritt Parmelee Longmans , Green 
‘ THE FLICKER'S FEATHER $2.75 


The adventures of young Duff Johnson in the Rangers at the time when a young 
America was defending itself against the onslaughts of the Indians and the French. 
Duff is painted a bit grander than life size and so are his two companions, "Comical" 
Smith and Davy Mack, to say nothing of the heroic Ranger leader, Captain John Stark. * 
Encounters with Indians and breathtaking escapes from the pursuing French load each 
page with its quota of tailor-made adventure. To be read and forgotten by boys who 
don't want their action cluttered up with literature or anything more than a bare 
minimum of history. (2/7) 


Andrews, Mary Evans Longmans, Green 
MESSENGER BY NIGHT $2.75 


This is an account of the fight the Greek's made, as they have so many times 
in their history, to protect their country against the Invader- this time the fascists 
during WW II. Tasso, a young boy who lives on Rhodes is called to carry an important 
message through enemy lines. His experiences are harrowing, his conduct heroic, but 
somehow the book lacks the texture and human awareness to make it memorable. (2/7) 4/ 


Patterson, Emma L. Longmans, Green 





THE WORLD'S UPSIDE DOWN $2,745 3 = 


This takes place at the time of the issuing of the Declaration of Independence, 
and “the world's upside down" when a tenant farmer, the hero, fighting with Revolution- 
ary forces, sees the overthrow of his Lord's manor, marries the daughter and lives in 
the Manor himself. It's a good situation, well-worked out, but the villains are so 
villainous and the heroes so heroic that only the most uncritical child in this age 
group would feel rewarded for reading it. (2/f) 3 17 
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Ferguson, Ruby Little, Brown 
APRICOT SKY $3.50 


A bit of sparkling highland dew for those definitely lighter moments centers 
around the MacAlveys, their daughters and assorted relatives and friends. Mixed romances 
with neighboring Lairds' sons, trips home from America, boating, plenty of Scotch scenery 
and small talk make a bright fling. (Full report on p. 705) (1/5) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Sandburg, Carl Harcourt, Brace 
ALWAYS THE YOUNG STRANGERS $5.00 


* A completely recalled record of the daily living in the Sandburg household- 
one that gives the feeling of America through small town pattern both in the line of 
individual personality development and in the larger sense- economically, socially, po- 
litically. Not a literary biography, but the roots that made Carl Sandburg what he is 


today. (Full report on p. 729) (1/6) 


Cousteau, J. Y. Harper 
THE SILENT WORLD $4.00 


The personalized story of French Mediterranean "skin" diving, made more appli- 
cable by the use of individually portable oxygen tanks, is a well written, often greatly 
exciting affair, bound to capture anyone with oceanic interests. Illustrated with photo- 


graphs, many in color. (Full report on p. 754) (2/3) 


Knopf 
THE BATTLE OF BALTINGLASS $3.00 


Earl, Lawrence 


A delightful story of an Irish village in arms that tells of the spunk with 
which 800 residents of Baltinglass fight an appointment of young Mike Farrell by a Min- 
ister who had no regard for the tradition of the Cookes in the office of sub-postmistress 
and so forth...Soberly considered. Illustrated. (Full report on p. 713) (1/5) 


Sone, Monica Little, Brown- AMP 
NISEI DAUGHTER $3.50 


A child of two cultures, Japanese and American, tells the story of her growing 
up, and how her experiences finally led her to appreciate her dual heritage. Childhood 
in Seattle, a visit to Japan, war years in detention camp and final emergence- are told 
with warmth. (Full report on p. 757) (2/10) 


King, Thomas Macmillan 
WATER $3.50 


The current Director of the Maryland Academy of Sciences has written a book of 
considerable amazement and information for the average reader who can't ever quite remem- 
ber where rain comes from- or where icebergs are going.... There's an enthusiasm here, 
and a vitality of interest which will direct this to a general as well as a more scienti- 
fically minded audience. (Full report on p. 754) (2/3) 


Gaul, Albro Rinehart 
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF INSECTS $4.00 


For the layman, a splendid description of insect life and its ramificatiors 
on Earth. With emphasis on what different insects do and how their habits affect ours, 
an introduction on history, cultural influence and classification prepares a nice way 
for such further topics as life cycles, instincts, insect illnesses, economic influences 
pest control and so on. Illustrated with plates. (Full report on p. 732) (Publ.) 





